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Port Elizabeth, South Africa
(4ay, 1952)

‘We also discussed whether the campaign (for Defiance of
Uniust Laws) should follow Gandhian principles of nonviolence,
or what the Mahatma called satyagraha, a nonviolence that secks
o conguer through coversion.

‘Some argued for nonviolence on purely ethical grounds,
saying it was morally superior to any other method.... Others said
that we should approach thi issue o from the point of view of
principles but tactics, and that we should employ the method or
tactic demanded by the conditions. If a particular method or
tactic cnabled us o defeat the cnemy, then it should be used.

In this case, the state was far more powerful than we, and any
attemps at violeace by us would be devastatingly crushed. This
‘made ponviolence a practical necessity rather than an option.
“This was my view.
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‘Source:Nolson Mandeia. Long Wak o Fradom Copyht © 1994 by Nelson Rciiaha Mandela.

By pormiasion f i, Brown and Company. b

Johannesburg, South Africa
(prl, 1952)

Texplained 10 a group ofseveral hundred Afcans, Indiars,
‘and Coloured that volunteering (fo the Defiance of Unjust Laws.
‘campaiga) was 4 difficult and even dangerous duty,asthe authoriies
‘would seck t intimidae, imprison, and perhaps atiack the voluneers.
'No matter what the authoritis did, th volunieers could not retalii,
otherwise they would undermine the value of the entire enterprise.
They must respond to violeace with nonviolence; discipline must
be maintained at all cost.

Next page
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‘Source: MK Ganch, SayagranainSouth Alica, Madras: Ganosan, 1028.

Johannesburg, South Africa (January, 1908)

T had just heard (that my fellow Indian protesters) had been sentenced (0 three.
‘moaths’ imprisonment with hard labor, and kad been fined a heavy amoun... If these.
men had commilted an offense,  had commited a greater offense and I therefore
asked the Magistrate 0 impose upon me the heaviest penaly.... | well remembered
that I ... did not fee th slightest hesitaton in entering th prisoner’s box.

On vegetable days which were two in a week we cooked twice and on other
days only once, as we were allowed o cook other things for ourselves only for the
‘noonday meal. We were somewhat betier offafle we began to cook our own food.
But whether or not we succeeded in obtaning these conveniences, everyone of us
was firm i his resolution of passing his term injal n perfect happiness and peace.

Note: G spent a ol o 2338 daye ol
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‘Source:Nolson Mandela. Long Walk o Frdom Gopyfoht © 1094 by Nelson Rliiaha Mandot.
By permision f i, Brown and Congany, ne

Rivonia, South Africa
(June, 1964)

“That ight, after discussion among ourselves, Walter, Govan, and I informed
‘counsel that whatever sentences we received, even the death sentence, we would not
‘appeal. Our decision stunned our lawyers. Walter, Govan and I believed an appeal would
‘undermine the moral stance we had taken. We had from the first maintained that what we.
had done, we had done proudly, and for moral reasons... Our message was that no
sacrifice was t0o great in the struggle forfreedom.

.1 we were sentenced to death, what then would happent . I told (my counsel)
that 1 would have a ot o say. | would tell Judge) de Wet that 1 was prepared to die
sccure i the knowledge that my death would be an inspiration (o the cause for which 1
was giving my life. My death —our deaths — would not be in vain; if anything we might
serve the greater cause in death as martyrs than we ever could in Iife.

‘Source: Pheto by Jrgen Schadeberg.

Neson Mandet e-viing h s cohon Rt s whare h spent st of s 26 years, & mortne il
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‘Source: © 1983 Lusi/Catoonows nomatons Syndicate Used wah pomiasion.

ind the winners are..

“It was during those long,
lonely (prison) years that my hunger for the
freedom of my own peaple became
a hunger for the freedom of all people,
black and white.”
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