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Exploring Document Based Questions: Understanding the Documents
Objective: SWBAT practice the point-scoring DBQ skill of contextualization by writing essay-beginning contextualization statements to multiple DBQ essay prompts. 
Directions: As many of you have seen in my class text messages, or by continuing to track this important information on your own, the Collegeboard has decided that for the modified AP exam this year the format will be a DBQ. In order to make it more doable in 45 minutes, they have reduced the number of documents to five, and simplified the rubric to what you see here. 
This week, we will spend each day isolating individual scorable skills and practicing them. Today, we will be targeting the next critical skill piece in making sure you score points in your response: understanding the documents.
For each of the DBQ questions you were shown yesterday, you will be given two documents and must explain how each of the documents answers the question. Breaking apart the question SLOWLY to be sure you fully understand what is being asked, is THE critical step needed to then apply that question to each document in order to understand it properly. Please see the example I provide for how this should ideally look.
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Example of describing the content of a document in a way that would score points given the DBQ question asked: 
Using the documents provided, evaluate the effects of various strategies implemented by governments that promoted their own state-sponsored visions of industrialization during the period 1750-1900 CE.
(Document being referenced is shown on the next page)

The effect of German state-sponsored industrialization shown in this document is more German people getting jobs. This effect is seen in the dramatic increase in numbers of German workers permanently employed in German Railway Construction. In 1850 there were 26,000 German workers permanently employed in the railway industry, and in only 23 years that number had increased to more than 230,000.








Document used in the example (from previous page):
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PRACTICE
1. Using the documents provided, evaluate the extent to which the Industrial Revolution negatively impacted the lives of women and children in industrial societies during the nineteenth century.  
Document #2
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Document #5
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2. Using the documents provided, evaluate the causes of the rise of nationalism throughout the world during the period 1750-1900 CE.
Document #2
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Document #4
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3. Using the documents provided, evaluate the extent to which Christianity changed societies in Latin America in the period 1500–1800. 
Document #1
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4. [bookmark: _fhnx3trqqkge]Using the documents provided, evaluate the extent to which the Chinese embraced Westernization in the period 1850 to 1920 CE.
[bookmark: _soh149ao6qe0]Document #1
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Document #2
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5. Using the documents provided, evaluate the range in African responses to European imperialist actions.
Document #2
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Document #3
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Source: Johann Gottlieb Fichte, German philosopher, Addresses to the German Nation during the
occupation by Napoleon. 1807-1808

Our carliest common forefathers....bravely resisted the on-coming world-dominion of the
Romans... Had they no appreciation of the advantages of Roman civilization...? They cannot be
charged with ignorance....of these things... Freedom to them meant... remaining Germans and
continuing to settle their own affairs independently and in...the original spirit of their race...they
assumed as a matter of course that..a true German could only want to...be. .just a German and to
bring up his children as Germans.
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Huropean-Amerindian ancesiry, at his Inquisition irial, Braz, 1592.

“The defendant, Domingos Fernandes Nobre, confesse that twenty years ago he went (o the wildemess of
Porto Seguro, Brazl, in the company of others to search for gold, and there he practiced the customs of the
heathens, staining his legs with paint. He also confessed that sixicen years ago he was ordered 0 g0 o the
region of Paraib, s captain of a company t0 bring natives as slaves downriver o be settled and, while being
there, he painted his body in the heathen way and danced and sang and played musical instruments with the
heathens in their way.
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Source: Felipe Guaman Poma de Ayala, Christian descendant of Inca nobles, two pages from The First New.
Chronicle and Good Government, an llustrated history of South America that Poma de Ayala sent to the
King of Spain, circa 1615.

‘The page on the left shows Vari Viracocha Runa and Vari Viracocha Uarni, a mythical first couple of humans
created by the Inca god Viracocha. The page on the right shows Adam and Eve, the first couple of humans in
the Bible.
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Source: Feng Guifen, Advisor o the Qing government, Excorpts from On e Adoption of Western Learning,
c. 1860

Books on mathematics, mechanics, optics, light, chemistry, and others all contain the ultimate principles of
understanding things. Most of this information is unavailable to people in China.

T have heard that with their new methods the Westerners have found that the movements of the carth conform

closely to those of the heavens. This can be of assistance in fixing the calendar. ... T have heard that the
Westerners’ method of clearing sand from harbors is very effective. ... This can be of assistance to keep the
water flowing. Also, for agricultural and sericultural tools, and things required for the various crafis, they
mostly use mechanical wheels, which require little energy but accomplish much. ...

There are many intelligent people in China. Surely there are some who, having learned from the barbarians,
can surpass them ...
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Source: Kang Youwei, Chinese scholar and official, Excerpts from Comprehensive Consideration of the
Whole Situation. 1896.

A survey of all the states in the world will show that those states that undertook reforms became strong while
those states that clung to the past perished....

Our present trouble lies in our clinging to old institutions without knowing how to change. In an age of
competition between states, to put into effect methods appropriate to an era of universal unification and
laissez | faire is like wearing heavy furs in summer or riding a high carriage across a river....

It is a principle of things that the new is strong but the old is weak. ... Morcover, our present institutions are

but the unworthy vestiges of the Han, Tang, Yuan, and Ming dynasties... In fact, they are the products of the
fancy writing and corrupt dealing of petty officials rather than the original ideas of the ancestors.

After studying ancient and modern institutions, Chinese and foreign, I have found that the institutions of the
sage kings and the Three Dynasties [of Xia, Shang, and Zhou] were excellent, but that ancient times were
different from today.

... Tbeg Your Majesty to adopt the purpose of Peter the Great of Russia as our purpose and to take the Meiji
Reform of Japan as the model for our reform.
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Source: Menelik II, emperor of Ethiopia, letter to Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy,
and Russia, 1891.

I have no intention at all of being an indifferent spectator, if the distant Powers hold onto
the idea of dividing up Africa. For the past fourteen centuries Ethiopia has been an
island of Christians in a sea of Pagans.

Since the All-Powerful has protected Ethiopia up until now, I am hopeful that He will
keep and enlarge it also in the future, and I do not think for a moment that He will divide
Ethiopia among the distant Powers. In the past, the boundary of Ethiopia was the sea.
‘Without our use of force and without the aid of the Christians, our boundary on the sea
fell into the hands of the Muslims. Today we do not pretend to be able to recover our
seacoast by force; but we hope that the Christian Powers, advised by our Savior, Jesus
Christ, will restore our seacoast boundary to us, or give us at least a few ports along the
coast.
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Source: Ethiopian painting of the Battle of Adowa. in which the Ethiopians were victorious
over Italian troops, 1396.
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Source: Hans-Ulrich Wehler, German Social History, 1995

Figures Indicating the Success of German Railway Construction, 1850-1873

850 | 1855 | 1850 | 1865 | 1870 | 1873
7| German Confederation’ | 5,875|  7.862| 11,157 | 14,034 | 18810| 23853
German Reich
Prussia 2967| 3822| 5762| 6895| 11.460| 14461
2| Workers employed
(Germany)
ad hoc basis 78700 | 112800 | 171,300 | 189,100 | 220.400 | 396,900
Permanently 26084 | 51480 | 85608 | 113570 | 161.014 | 234114
In Prussia, permanently | 13.706 | 27380 | 44852| 62.204 | 1065542 | 162114
3] Passengers per km 783| 1090 1733 2676] 4447| 5693
Freight per km 303| 1095| 1675| 3672| 5876| 10060
4| Capital stock 891 1323| 2. 2772| 3845| 5531
5[ Netinvestments @ 85| 41| 153 30| 654
[ Average dvidend of
Prussian private a4 66 54 89 76 56
railoads
7| Net domestc product
German Reich 482| 1024| 1732| 2759| 3978| 5375
Prussia 289 69| v61| 1570| 2745| 3655

Explanatory note:

1. Length of oil network in the German Confederation/Gezman Reich and Prussia in k.

2. Workess employed (ad hoc and permanent) by the Gesman and Prussian railroad companies.

3. Passengers and freight ransported by German railzoads in passengers per km and freight per k.
4. Capital stock of German ailroad cornpanies at purchase prices (in million marks).

5. Net investments by German railroad companies at market prices (i million marks).

6. Average dividend of Prussian private railroads in percent.

7. Net domestic product of German and Prussian ailroads at market prices (in million marks).
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Buddhist Priest from a rural area of Japan from which many farm girls were sent to work in the mills, circa
1900.

“The money that a factory girl eamed was often more than a farmer’s income for the entire year. For these
rural families, the girls were an invaluable source of income. The poor peasants during this period had to tum
over 60% of their crops to the landlord. The peasants’ only salvation was the girls who went to work in the
factories.”
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Breaker boys (a worker whose job was to separate impurities from coal by hand. ~ Although breaker boys were
‘primarily children, elderly coal miners who could no longer work in the mines because of age, disease, or
accident were also sometimes employed. The use of breaker boys began in the mid-1860s), the smallest boy is
Angelo Ross. Pittston, Penn.
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Source: Otto von Bismark, prime minister of Prussia from 1862-1872 and then of the united Germany
until 1890, Blood and Iron, 1866

Prussia ... could no longer carry alone the power that Germany required for its sceurity. That must be
equally distributed over all German peoples. We would get not nearer our goal by speeches,
associations, or decisions by the majority... This contest could only be settled by blood and iron. There
i one way 1o guarantee our success. The deputies must place the greatest possible weight of blood and
iron in the hands of the King of Prussia.





