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‘Sourca: Mohandas Gandr, “Loter o Lord Iy March, 1990, in Lovis Fische, G s Lo

v Message fo the Work Fepined by perm

fon o Navaan T

Gandhi's letter to Lord Irwin, English governor in India,

before marching to the sea and breaking the English Salt Tax Law

Sabarmat, India
(March, 1820)

Dear Friend,

‘Before cmbarking on Civil Disobedience and taking the
sisk T have drcaded 10 take all these years, I would ... approach
you and find a way out. I cannot intentionally hurt anything that
Tives, much less human beings, even though they may do the
greatest wrong lo me and mine. Whilst therefore 1 hold the
British rule to be a curse, I do nol intend harm (0 a single
Englishman or to sny legitimate interest he may have in India.
And why do I regard the British rule & curse? .. Evea the sall
[the peasant] must use to live is so taxed as to make the burden
fall heaviest on him.... The tax shows itself tll more burden-
Some on the poor man when it is remembered that salt is one:
thing he must eat more than the rich man,

"My ambition is o less than to convert the British people
through nonviolence, and thus make them see the wrong they
have done (0 India.... But if you cannot see your way to deal
with these evils and if my letter makes no appeal to your heart,
on the cleventh day of this month I shall proceed with such co-
workers of the Ashram [Comumunity] as [ can take, to disregard
the provisions of the Salt Laws...

Note:

(Gandhs marchto the oa s ganeral cald “Th Sat March- Host hisorians
consider 1 1ha uming pont of 15 ovement o ree I o Breh contol. Te.
St T Law made i floga or Incians t manulactu o coloet hel own sl
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‘The Dharasana Salt Works, 150 Miles North of Bombay, India
(i, 1930)

‘Mime. Naidu called for prayer before the march sarted and the enfire
assemblage knelt. She exhorted them: “Gandhi's body s in jail but his soul is with
you. Tndia’s prestige s in your hands. You must not use any violence under any cir-
camstances. You will be beaten bul you nust ot rsist; you must not cven raise a
hand to ward off blows." Wild, sheill cheers terminated her speech...

In complete silence the Gandhi men drew up and halted a hundred yards
from the stockade [surrounding the Dharasana Salt Works]... Suddenly, at a word
of command, scores of native police rushed upon the advancing marchers and
rained blows on their heads with their steel-shod [elubs]. Not one of the marchers
even raised an am to fend offthe blows... The survivors without breaking ranks.
silently and doggedly marched on until struck down... The blankets used as
stretchers were sodden with blood.

At times the spectacle of unresisting men being methodically bashed into a
bloody pulp sickened me so much that I had to turn away. The westem mind finds it
difficult o grasp the idea of nonresistance.

Note: i, Naid was  wall-4nown ndian potoss wno was 1 ke Gandhis lace snouid he be.
amesiod e suthor of i document, Wasb Wil was  foeign comespongent present 2
ol the r v he hospial here T wounded (420 nured and o deac) weretaken
tarwarde. This s 1 ropor o o

‘Source: Photo copyght Vithaloha JhavorGanchi Seve. Al ights resorvec. Reprintod by permision.

Protesers praparing to march n Dharasana.
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‘Source: Garatto, cricaturl, The London Graphi usato, May 24, 1930.

Salting the Lion's T

This Gartoon shows Gandhi saltng e el of tho Btsh lon.





