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Atlanta, Georgia
(October, 1960)

Ttook part in the lunch counte si-ins at Rick's department sore as a follower, not a
leader, 1did not intiate the thng.... | was arrosied along with some two hundred eighty
stodents in a sit-in demonstration seeking (0 integgate funch counters. Tsaid when T went in
Fulton County Jal thet T would stay the full time If it was one year, five, or ten years. OF
course the students agreed (0 say also.

1, by chance ... e are guilty of violaing the law, please be sured that we did it
10 bring the whole issue of acial injustce under the scrutiny of the conscience of Atlna.

‘We do not seek to remove this unjustsystem for ourselvs slone but for our white
brothers as vicll. The fetering sore of segregarion debiltates the white man s well as the.
Negro. Soif our actions in any way served to bring this issue (0 the forefront of the
conscience of the communiey, they were not undertaken in vain.
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Birmingham, Alabama
(April 1969)

“Towand the end of our mass mestings ... would extend an
appeal for voluntzers o serve in our non-violent army. We made it
clear that we would not send anyone out to demonstrac who hid not
convinced himself tha be could sccept and endure violence without
retliating. At the same time, we urged the volunteers 1o give up any
possible weapons that they might have on their persons. Hundreds of
people responded to this appl... We proved to them hat we needed.
0 weapons — not so much as a toothpick. We proved that we hal the
‘most formidable weapon of all ~ the conviction that we were right.
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Montgomery, Alabama (March, 1356)

Atthe jail, an slmost holidsy stmosphere prevailed. People had rushed down
10 get arresed [for thir part i the Montgomery bus boycott. No one had been
frightened. No one had tred toresist arrest. Many Negroes had gone voluntarily o the
shecif’ offce o s if their names were on the ls, and were even dissppointed when
they were not A once fea-ridden people had been tranformed. Those who had
previously trembled before the law were now proud to be amested for the cause of
freedom. With this feeling of soldarity around me, 1 walked with firm steps toward
the rear of the jai,

Not: King wss srese 87 tmes sn e 14 imes.
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‘Source: ‘March on Washiglonfor Joba & Fraedom, At 28, 1065 buon,
Repeeiod by porgson o AFL-CI.

FOR
0BS & FREEDOM

“I have a dream
that one day on the red hills of Georgia
the sons of former slaves
and the sons of former slave owners
will be able o sit down together
at a table of brotherhood.”

Martin Luther King, August 28, 1963
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