
Reformation 

 

Causes of the Reformation (pg 488) – By 1500, additional forces weakened the Church. The ______________ 

emphasis on the ________________ and the _________________ challenged the Church _________________.  

The ___________________   ______________ spread these secular ideas. In addition, some _____________ 

began to challenge the Church’s ___________________   _________________. 

Criticisms of the Catholic Church(pg 488)  – Critics of the Church claimed that the _________________ 

were __________________. The popes who ruled during the Renaissance patronized the __________, spend 

extravagantly on ______________________ pleasure, and fought _____________. Many popes were too busy 

pursuing _______________ affairs to have much time for ________________ duties.  

Martin Luther/95 Theses (pg 489)  – In 1517, ________________ decided to take a public stand against the 

actions of a friar named Johann Tetzel. Tetzel was raising money to rebuild St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome. He 

did this by selling ________________________. An indulgence was a ______________. It released the 

________________ from performing the penalty that a _____________ imposed for his sins. Luther was 

troubles by Tetzel’s tactics. In response, he wrote ______   _____________, or formal statements, attacking the 

“_____________  ____________________.” On ___________________  ______, ___________, he posted 

these statements on the door of the of the castle church in ______________________ and invited other scholars 

to debate him. His actions began the _______________________. 

Luther’s Teachings (pg 489) – Soon Luther went beyond _____________________ indulgences. He wanted 

_________  ________________ of the Church. His teachings rested on three main ideas: 

- People could win _____________ only by faith in ______________ gift of forgiveness. The Church 

taught that ______________ and “______________   ______________” were needed for salvation.  

- All Church __________________ should be clearly based on the words of the _________________. 

Both the pope and Church traditions were ________________   _______________________. 

- All people with faith were _____________. Therefore, people did not need _______________ to 

____________________ the Bible for them.  

Protestantism (pg 491) – Protestantism is a branch of __________________________. It developed out of the 

_________________________, the 16
th

 century protest in ____________________ against the 

_______________ and ______________________ of the ______________________ Church. Three distinct 

________________ of Protestantism emerged at first. They were ___________________________, based on 

the teachings of ______________  ____________________ in Germany, ___________________________, 

based on the teachings of ________________   _________________ in ___________________________; and 

___________________________, which was established by _____________  ________________  ______ of 

_____________________.  

The Catholic Reformation (pg 498) – While Protetsant churches won many followers, millions remained true 

to Catholicism. Helping Catholics remain ______________ was a movement within the Catholic Church to 

________________  itself. This movement is now known as the ________________  ____________________. 

Historians once referred to is as the ____________________   __________________________.  Important 

leaders in this movement were reformers, such as ____________________  _______________________, who 

founded __________ religious orders, and two popes - _____________ III and _________ IV – who took 

actions to reform the Church from within.  



Reformation 

 

Council of Trent (pg 499) – From 1545 – 1563, at the Council of Trent, _________________ bishops and 

cardinals agreed on several doctrines: 

- The Church’s ______________________ of the _______________ was final. Any Christian who 

substituted his or her own interpretation was a ______________.  

- Christians needed ______________ and ____________  _____________ for salvation. They were 

not saved by ________________ alone, as Luther argued.  

- The Bible and Church tradition were equally ___________________   ____________________ for 

___________________ Christian life.  

- Indulgences were ____________ expressions of _____________. But the false selling of 

indulgences was ________________.  

 

“Since then your sere Majesty and your Lordships seek a simple answer, I will give it in this manner, 

neither horned nor toothed. Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason 

(for I do not trust either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they have often erred 

and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is captive to 

the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against 

conscience. May God help me. Amen."       - Martin Luther, 1521 

Based on the quote, what does Luther believe is the sole authority of religious belief? What words in the text 

make you think this? ________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this (answer from above) go against the Catholic Church? __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

USE THE CHARTS ON PAGE 491 

1. What are the 3 main branches of the Christian Church? _______________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why do you think the Protestant branch has the most sub branches? _____________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

(From the Religious Beliefs and Practices of the 16
th

 century Chart on the bottom of page 491) 

Name 2 similarities AND 2 differences between the different churches.  


